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You DO have an excellent voice for a podcast!! Reflective and serious without being over-the-
top philosophically useless, if you know what I mean.

That is an excellent introduction too Joshua!

Many of us have been batting this around for months and even years without making any real
progress. The real hurdle seems to be what you're referring to a the "mission statement." While
we are all pretty much of the same mind when it comes to absence of supernatural gods and
absence of life after death, the "positive" side -- (the meaning of pleasure as the guide) is
something on which there is so much variety of opinion that I've found that to be a major
obstacle.

One the one side you have those who stress simplicity/minimalism/absence of pain as the
meaning of the philosophy, and on the others you have those (like me) who think that that
approach cuts off the more important part of the philosophy, the part that stresses "“I know
not how to conceive the good, apart from the pleasures of taste, of sex, of sound,
and the pleasures of beautiful form.” and which Cicero described disparagingly a " to a life
of tranquility crammed full of pleasures" which I also think is emphatically stated this way in On
Ends:

The truth of the position that pleasure is the ultimate good will most readily appear from the
following illustration. Let us imagine a man living in the continuous enjoyment of numerous and
vivid pleasures alike of body and of mind, undisturbed either by the presence or by the
prospect of pain: what possible state of existence could we describe as being more excellent or
more desirable? One so situated must possess in the first place a strength of mind that is proof
against all fear of death or of pain; he will know that death means complete unconsciousness,
and that pain is generally light if long and short if strong, so that its intensity is compensated by
brief duration and its continuance by diminishing severity. Let such a man moreover have no
dread of any supernatural power; let him never suffer the pleasures of the past to fade away,
but constantly renew their enjoyment in recollection, and his lot will be one which will not admit
of further improvement.

In fact, I was recently circulating this clip from DeWitt's book on this very point:

Image may contain: textImage not found or type unknown

Not every question has to be resolved before a project like a podcast or other outreach program
can be started, but this one is so basic, and so divisive, that clarity on it at the beginning is
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probably required in order to avoid lots of problems dead ahead.
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