
Poem - Hermarchus
Post by “Joshua” of July 3, 2019 at 4:19 PM

I do mean "FALL to grief". Hermarchus, despite his protest in Line 1, has been grieving already
internally. Maybe he feels the triple burden--the death of Epicurus, the responsibility for the
school, the care of the children of Metrodorus--maybe he feels it's all too much. But when he
sees that one of the young scholars has placed a wreath of laurel onto the cold marble bust,
and that out of reverence and joy rather than grief, he is overcome by an emotion of relief and
catharsis. Even should he fail in his task (as scholarch), he now understands that the master's
teachings will endure.

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1021-poem-hermarchus/?postID=3674#post3674

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1021-poem-hermarchus/?postID=3674#post3674

