Episode 295 - Plutarch's Absurd Interpretation of
Epicurean Absence of Pain

Post by “Cassius” of August 14, 2025 at 6:06 AM

Welcome to Episode 295 of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius,
who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the most complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy
left to us from the ancient world.

Each week we walk you through the Epicurean texts, and we discuss how Epicurean
philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we
invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com, where we
discuss this and all of our podcast episodes.

This week Joshua will be away, and Don has kindly agreed to step in during his absence. Rather
than continue in Tusculan Disputations in Joshua's absence, we will briefly take up a topic we
have not previously addressed: Plutarch's essay Against Colotes. Here Plutarch notes that
Colotes had written an essay to the effect that it is impossible to live happily under the non-
Epicurean philosophers, and Plutarch attempts to turn the tables on Colotes and argue that the
opposite is true.

This essay contains many specific allegations against Epicurus that are not well documented
elsewhere, so even if we have only a short time, it will be good for us to point out to our
podcast listeners the existence and general content of this ancient source.

We won't have time to read long sections from the text but what we hope to do is to make you
familiar with the general outline of Plutarch's argument so you can come back to it again in the
future and know what to expect.
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