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Quote from Cassius

Is it predictable and expectable that given that there are humans on earth who live to
be 100 years old, that there are beings on other worlds who live to be 1000 years old?

I exist. If I live in boundless and eternal universe, it's predictable and expectable that there are
infinite number of TauPhies-like creatures inhabiting the universe. This is a possibility inspired
by reason.

I exist. If I live in boundless and eternal universe, it's predictable and expectable that there are
infinite number of SuperTauPhies that are stronger than Superman, older than Methuselah and
wiser than Solomon. This is a possibility inspired by dreams.

Epicurean universe is boundless and eternal but it is also limited by what kind of matter can
exist in it (atoms' types are innumerable but not infinite and natural laws govern matter's
interactions). In Epicurean universe if A exists, infinite As exist. If B exists, infinite Bs exist. But
it absolutely doesn't mean that if A exist, B exists as well. That kind if inference is not grounded
in reason but in dreams.

Quote

[...] This property is termed by Epicurus isonomia, or the principle of uniform
distribution. From this principle it follows that if the whole number of mortals be so
many, there must exist no less a number of immortals [...]

Velleius' claim is an example of inference grounded in dreams. I highly doubt his description of
isonomia is correct. Isonomia in this form could be used to justify the existence of pretty much
anything and everything and it's not compatible with the universe bound by natural laws.

The way I see it - predictions and expectations influenced by what we think we know about the
world around us are reasonable. If they are influenced by ungrounded imagination, they may or
may not materialise but I definitely wouldn't base my life around them. Facts are useful.
Dreams are entertaining at best.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4667-epicurean-isonomy-in-the-context-of-statements-by-balbus-as-to-
gradations-in-lif/?postID=36656#post36656

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4667-epicurean-isonomy-in-the-context-of-statements-by-balbus-as-to-gradations-in-lif/?postID=36647#post36647
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4667-epicurean-isonomy-in-the-context-of-statements-by-balbus-as-to-gradations-in-lif/?postID=36656#post36656
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4667-epicurean-isonomy-in-the-context-of-statements-by-balbus-as-to-gradations-in-lif/?postID=36656#post36656

