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Quote from Joshua

You may have to rewrite that last clause for me....

It was getting late when i finally finished editing that post last night. The basic point i was
attempting to make is that atomism is at heart both anti-supernatural and anti-chaotic, in that
it is the atoms and their properties that leads us to conclude there are no supernatural forces,
but also gives the regularity to what we generally see (all things are not chaotic).

So it is generally possible to make rational predictions based on the principles of atomism even
though there are no supernatural forces of necessity.

I expect this thread is going to take a lot of time and a lot of input from others before I am
personally ready to take a firm position.

As usual for what we do here at the forum there are two core but separate questions:

(1)what did Epicurus actually say?

(2) do we agree with it?

We can't be sure about (2) before we have a grasp of (1).

I also recall that one of the analogies or issues you have quoted before is something to do with
the ability to infer or predict all the possibilities of various oceans from knowing the
characteristics of s a single drop of water. Do you recall the source for that one?
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