
Episode 293 - TD23 - Cicero Accuses Epicurus Of
Evasion In Calling "Absence of Pain" A "Pleasure"
Post by “Cassius” of August 6, 2025 at 8:57 AM

In this episode Joshua makes some important points about Cicero's contrasting of the life of
Lucius Balbus (representing the Epicurean life) and that of Marcus Regulus (representing the
life of virtue).

This is an illustration that will have many uses in the future so I set up a separate thread to
discuss it in more detail:

Thread
Cicero's Comparison of the Life of Lucius Balbus (Pleasure) Against That
Of Marcus Regulus (VIrtue)

In this week's podcast Joshua discusses this following section from On Ends, in which Cicero
claims that Marcus Regulus (who died under torture) was happier than that of Lucius Balbus
(who as far as we know died continuing to experience pleasures).

This is worth examination further so we can focus in on the relative meaning of the word
"happy" as Cicero is using it to describe the two people - specifically as to the nature of the
"pleasure" involved. In this Yonge translation, Cicero is recorded…
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