Episode 291 - TD21 - Epicurus Pushes Back Against
"Expect The Worst And You'll Never Be
Disappointed"”

Post by “Cassius” of July 25, 2025 at 5:14 PM

Thanks Patrikios. | am going to post about this further elsewhere but i spent some time today
reviewing the remaining part of Section Ill of Tusculan Disputations (from where we are now to
the end of the section).

For the next several weeks we're going to be reading some of the most intensely anti-Epicurean
discussion anywhere in Cicero, but it's packed with important information that explains what
the issues were all about and why Epicurus addressed them the way he did.

I'm going to post further and recommend that anyone who has time to read these sections
would be doing themselves and us a favor, as there is a lot here the the podcasters are going to
have to address and it would be good to see it discussed in detail here on the forum as we go
through it.

We'll be starting in Section XVI next week:

Cicero - Tusculan Disputations - EpicureanFriends Handbook

.... and at least the next five or ten sections are packed with information on Epicurus.

| also had a chance to begin reviewing Part IV. That's going to take some strategic picking and
choosing, as a lot of it is devoted to discussion Pythagorus and then the Stoics, but I've already
picked up something significant that | did not realize.

Cicero takes the Peripatetics to task, and the Peripatetics and Stoics were at war with each
other, apparently because the Peripatetics tried to say that these strong emotions are not bad
in themselves, and they can even be useful (such as anger in wartime) so long as they are kept
within bounds - which | gather fit into their endorsement of all things in moderation. At least in
the part | have reviewed so far, Cicero sides with the Stoics and takes the Aristotelians to task
for admitting that any amount of disturbance can be a good thing. It's easy to look upon those
disputes between other schools as irrelevant, but when you see how the main debates were
being framed by the older/larger schools it becomes easier to see how short or fragmentary
comments by Epicurus were framed to engage in the same disputes. That short comment in
Diogenes Laertius that the wise man will feel his emotions more strongly than others, but this
will not be hindrance to his wisdom, becomes not just an isolated fragment but hugely
important to seeing where Epicurus fit in these larger disputes.
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