Cicero Fighting It Out "Horse And Foot" With
Epicurus (Cicero's References to Epicurus in "On
Duties" )

Post by “Bryan” of July 23, 2025 at 5:59 PM

Quote from Cassius

the philosophers who bear the name of Anniceris

I never think of the Annicerian school!
The Suda says Anniceris was an Epicurean, which is a bit confusing. Link Here

"A Cyrenean, a philosopher, who became an Epicurean despite being an acquaintance of
Paraebatus, the student of Aristippus. Anniceris also had a brother by the name of Nicoteles,
[sc. also] a philosopher, and his student [was the] famous Posidonius. The sect called
Annicerean [sc. originates] from him. He lived at the time of Alexander [sc. the Great]."

Diogenes Laertius says this (2.96):

"The school of Anniceris in other respects agreed with them [sc. The school of Hegesias], but
admitted that friendship and gratitude and respect for parents do exist in real life, and that a
good man will sometimes act out of patriotic motives. Hence, if the wise man receive
annoyance, he will be none the less happy even if few pleasures accrue to him.

The happiness of a friend is not in itself desirable, for it is not felt by his neighbour. Instruction
is not sufficient in itself to inspire us with confidence and to make us rise superior to the opinion
of the multitude. Habits must be formed because of the bad disposition which has grown up in
us from the first.

A friend should be cherished not merely for his utility - for, if that fails, we should then no
longer associate with him - but for the good feeling for the sake of which we shall even endure
hardships. Nay, though we make pleasure the end and are annoyed when deprived of it, we
shall nevertheless cheerfully endure this because of our love to our friend."
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