Cicero Fighting It Out "Horse And Foot" With
Epicurus (Cicero's References to Epicurus in "On
Duties" )

Post by “Cassius” of July 23, 2025 at 12:52 PM

"...brave he surely cannot possibly be that counts pain the supreme evil, nor temperate he that
holds pleasure to be the supreme good."

From Part 1:
Quote

5 Moreover, the subject of this inquiry is the common property of all philosophers; for
who would presume to call himself a philosopher, if he did not inculcate any lessons of
duty? But there are some schools that distort all notions of duty by the theories they
propose touching the supreme good and the supreme evil. For he who posits the
supreme good as having no connection with virtue and measures it not by a moral
standard but by his own interests—if he should be consistent and not rather at times
over-ruled by his better nature, he could value neither friendship nor justice nor
generosity; and brave he surely cannot possibly be that counts pain the supreme evil,
nor temperate he that holds pleasure to be the supreme good.

Reasons for choice of subject and authorities.

6 Although these truths are so self-evident that the subject does not call for discussion,
still 1 have discussed it in another connection. If, therefore, these [9]schools should
claim to be consistent, they could not say anything about duty; and no fixed, invariable,
natural rules of duty can be posited except by those who say that moral goodness is
worth seeking solely or chiefly for its own sake. Accordingly, the teaching of ethics is
the peculiar right of the Stoics, the Academicians, and the Peripatetics; for the theories
of Aristo, Pyrrho, and Erillus have been long since rejected; and yet they would have
the right to discuss duty if they had left us any power of choosing between things, so
that there might be a way of finding out what duty is. | shall, therefore, at this time and
in this investigation follow chiefly the Stoics, not as a translator, but, as is my custom, |
shall at my own option and discretion draw from those sources in such measure and in
such manner as shall suit my purpose.
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