
A Veiled Reference to Epicurus in Robert Heinlein?
Post by “Joshua” of June 29, 2019 at 12:32 PM

I'm trying to shore up my Science Fiction deficiencies with audiobook time, partially for the sake
of my long-suffering friends. I absolutely love Dune, but hadn't gotten much farther in my 30
years. So I recently finished the first Foundation book by Isaac Asimov, which I enjoyed
immensely. Rather than finish the series (knowing what I know about sequels in general), I
moved on to Starship Troopers by Robert Heinlein. I came across an exchange that caught my
eye ear; a young man trying to convince his father of his desire to join the novel's interstellar
military force. The father's response:

Quote

In the first place this family has stayed out of politics and cultivated its own garden for
over a hundred years—I see no reason for you to break that fine record.

I haven't finished the book, but I'll be looking for other clues. There are similarities to the past,
and some differences (after all, Epicurus' two year military service was mandatory. The
protagonist's two year service in the novel is voluntary.)
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