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Epicurus' seems to have conceived the "atoms" (i.e. the elementary particles in today's
language) as hard bodies, which has been refuted by modern physics. Therefore, Epicurus'
inferences from that hardness are not sound. This concerns in particular the interaction
between atoms and the formation of compounds. Nevertheless, modern physics does describe
interaction between atoms and the formation of compounds.
Although the analogy between today's physics and Heraclitus’ flux might appear stronger than
between today's physics and Epicurus' hard atoms under that aspect, Heraclitus' flux is useless
for meaningful modelling of reality whereas Epicurus' hard atoms can still be used for simplistic
starter models to explain some phenomena.
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