Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Don” of July 6, 2025 at 8:49 AM

Quote from Cassius

we are establishing that drinking unmixed wine was knewn thought to be very
dangerous

Fixed it.

Quote from Cassius

Epicurus would have known at the least that it might be fatal.

I'm not willing to agree to that.

Quote from Cassius

At present | am mainly willing to say that there can come a time (mostly cases of
clinically certain terminal highly painful disease combined with advanced age) when it
can be a rational assessment to conclude that future pleasure is not worth the cost in
pain.

I'm not arguing against that, but that's exactly what I'm trying to get across. My primary
position is against taking "extraordinary" measures to preserve life "at all costs" when death is
imminent or there is no viable way to ameliorate constant, severe pain. | see a difference in
actively taking one's life and not prolonging one's life. | don't believe VS47 nor the episode with
Epicurus' drinking unmixed wine and taking a bath are talking about suicide.

(PLEASE NOTE: | am NOT making any moral argument against suicide or those who take their
lives. This is an extremely complicated topic, including people dealing with deep mental health
issues, including celebrities like Robin Williams and Anthony Bourdain. This is not a topic to be
taken lightly or flippantly, and | don't want anyone to take this discussion that way.
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