Epicurean Mockery of Opposing Philosophers and
Schools

Post by “Bryan” of July 4, 2025 at 3:01 PM
ADMIN EDIT BY CASSIUS 04-23-26: Due to the importance of this material and the need for easy

cutting and pasting | am adapting Bryan's work (which will remain the gold standard for
accuracy into a reformatted table https://epicurustoday.com/02-key-sources/mockery/

| wanted to share this incomplete rough draft of the mocking epithets applied to other schools.
I'm looking for any critiques, large and small. Most of the pairings of epithet to the particular
philosopher are clear, but not all, given the higgledy-piggledy presentation given in Plutarch,
Non Posse, 1086 D.
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(c. 530 BcE onward)

A lekythos is a clay oil flask — an empty one makes a hollow, clattering noise.

Pythagorean teachings were steeped in secret symbols

and the esoteric jargon of mystical numerology.

The adherents of Pythagoras spoke with words empty of meaning:

both the flask and the students make noise but have no actual content.
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Plato is fundamentally skeptical, le

aving truth "to
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Calling Plato "the golden one” was likely a sarcastic jab at his flashy writing and aristocratic status.
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A pupil of Plato, Heracleides took part in the assassination

of the King Cotys | of Thrace around 360 BCE
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Plato

A reference to King Dionysius, the tyrant of Syracuse.
Epicurus is ridiculing the Academy's sycophantic pursuit of political influence:
especially Plato’s own ill-fated attempt to tutor King Dionysius Il —

who ultimately detained Plato against his will.
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Eudoxus of Cnidos (Kvibog), the mathematical

astronomer and associate of Plato. Eudoxus taught at
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(fl.c 330 8¢E)

We know that Epicurus wrote a two book series on Antidorus.

(Possibly Antidorus of Cyme the grammarian)
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Hipparchia of Maroneia was the wife of Crates of Thebes and a student of Diogenes of Sinope.
Calling the students of Diogenes "altar-beggars"” was likely literally true,
and calling his female adherents "the courtesanry” was humorous

&+

because it ironically elevated their status.
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