Prolepsis of the gods

Post by “Cassius” of June 25, 2025 at 7:20 PM

If | recall correctly the first video in the following post is very good:

Post
RE: Prolepsis / Anticipations As Epicurus' Answer to the MENO Problem

So far this video by Matthew Lampert is the best | have found setting forth Meno's issue. There
is also a Greg Sadler video on this one, and | will link it below, but | don't consider it as good as
the first one. I'll keep looking for a better video that sets out the basic issue.

Matthew Lampert: if you only watch one video, watch this one:

youtu.be/yXKnS7YXOv4

Greg Sadler:

youtu.be/QrlYCIniEHCc
a
Cassius

October 31, 2024 at 6:15 PM

This sets up that the entire issue is a sort of logic problem, and if prolepsis is a response to it as
it appears to be, that shows that the theory of prolepsis has its root in a deductive logic chain
just like atoms do.

[EDIT: | changed that last sentence to add "the theory of prolepsis.” | would say that: "Atomism"
is a theory that describes in general terms what atoms are without giving us every detail;
atoms themselves are real. "Prolepsis" is a theory that describes a faculty that allows us to
recognize patterns without explaining every detail of the process, but the individual
experiences of prolepsis are not just a theory but really exist.]

And that's why | keep saying that we shouldn't be looking at this primarily in terms of human
biology. Yes the exploration of human biology will give us validation that the conceptual
framework makes sense, but just like Epicurean atomism is a framework rather than a blueprint
that we can take and immediately start building molecules and planetary systems, prolepsis is
not going to be something that immediately lets us start decoding the workings of the brain.
Prolepsis is a logical theory that shows to us that knowledge is possible and gives us
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justification for dismissing the Platonic arguments and moving forward with science at whatever
pace we find appropriate. That's a hugely important achievement that should not be
underestimated, even if it doesn't immediately lead to a pill to take for depression or mental

illness.. To judge prolepsis to be lousy psychology would be just as unfair and inappropriate as
to judge Epicurus to be a lousy builder of nuclear reactors.
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