Prolepsis of the gods

Post by “Joshua” of June 25, 2025 at 6:30 PM

Meno asks Socrates:[20][21]

e "And how will you enquire, Socrates, into that which you do not know? What will you put
forth as the subject of enquiry? And if you find what you want, how will you ever know
that this is the thing which you did not know?"

Socrates rephrases the question, which has come to be the canonical statement of Meno's
paradox or the paradox of inquiry:[20][22]

¢ "[A] man cannot enquire either about that which he knows, or about that which he does
not know; for if he knows, he has no need to enquire; and if not, he cannot; for he does
not know the very subject about which he is to enquire."

— translated by Benjamin Jowett, 1871
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