
Prolepsis of the gods
Post by “Cassius” of June 25, 2025 at 1:04 PM

Quote from Kalosyni

Could we say that prolepsis is an inborn ability that is required for reasoning - prolepsis
is the ability to have pattern recognition.

I think that's a pretty logical conclusion. Calling it "ability to have pattern recognition" does not
presume that the mind already has in it the particular patterns that are to be recognized. The
problem comes when we begin to think (and there is a great temptation to do so) that some
particular pattern is inborn within us at birth.

I think most of us agree that we are not a "blank slate," but describing what it is that IS inborn
is hard to do. Lucretius gives examples of how different animals have different temperaments,
and that's somewhere in the ballpark, but there might not be much better way than to just call
it "the ability to have pattern recognition."

To repeat, this is an area where we should welcome back and forth discussion and debate and
exploration of options from anyone who's looked into the issues at all.

3-288
Moreover the mind possesses that heat, which it dons when it boils with rage, and the fire
flashes more keenly from the eyes. Much cold breath too it has, which goes along with fear, and
starts a shuddering in the limbs and stirs the whole frame. And it has too that condition of air
lulled to rest, which comes to pass when the breast is calm and the face unruffled. But those
creatures have more of heat, whose fiery heart and passionate mind easily boils up in anger.
Foremost in this class is the fierce force of lions, who often as they groan break their hearts
with roaring, and cannot contain in their breast the billows of their wrath. But the cold heart of
deer is more full of wind, and more quickly it rouses the chilly breath in its flesh, which makes a
shuddering motion start in the limbs. But the nature of oxen draws its life rather from calm air,
nor ever is the smoking torch of anger set to it to rouse it overmuch, drenching it with the
shadow of murky mist, nor is it pierced and frozen by the chill shafts of fear: it has its place
midway between the two, the deer and the raging lions.

3-307
So is it with the race of men. However much training gives some of them an equal culture, yet it
leaves those first traces of the nature of the mind of each. Nor must we think that such
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maladies can be plucked out by the roots, but that one man will more swiftly fall into bitter
anger, another be a little sooner assailed by fear, while a third will take some things more
gently than is right. And in many other things it must needs be that the diverse natures of men
differ, and the habits that follow thereon; but I cannot now set forth the secret causes of these,
nor discover names for all the shapes of the first atoms, whence arises this variety in things.
One thing herein I see that I can affirm, that so small are the traces of these natures left, which
reason could not dispel for us, that nothing hinders us from living a life worthy of the gods.
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