Episode 287 - TD17 - The Fear of Pain Is Overrated,
But Cicero and Epicurus Disagree As To Why.

Post by “Cassius” of June 23, 2025 at 7:39 PM

We're still in the early editing phase of this week's edition, but | think | will go ahead and post
this link to a topic that Joshua introduces fairly early in this episode. Joshua's topic is the story
of John Brown, and especially statements made by Henry David Thoreau in reaction which
indicate that Thoreau's perspective had parallels with the perspective of Cicero.

Many people here are probably not aware of the story of John Brown, and while Joshua was
certainly aware of the story he wasn't aware of this 1940 movie, in which John Brown is
portrayed very effectively by the actor Raymond Massey. It's not a deep philosophical movie so
don't bother about it if you don't find it to your liking, but the character and story of John Brown
do provide an effective dramatization of what's at stake in choosing the source of one's moral
decisionmaking.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXTbgexyRcM
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