Venus and Mars - "Good" vs. "Evil"?

Post by “Cassius” of June 23, 2025 at 8:24 AM

Quote from Don

You can't have Venus without Mars. Old things must be destroyed, must die, for new
things to be created. Otherwise, nothing would change; everything would be static.

Yes | am thinking in that direction. The depictions | am seeing in Greek and Roman art show
Mars as a warrior but not necessarily an "ogre" or "ugly" or "horrible" as we might do today in
portraying some kind of monster. Along the lines of death not being something to fear, then we
might also see Mars as what you are saying - a necessary part of nature whose presence we
need to understand more subtly, rather than something that is acting "maliciously" toward us.

This whole line of thought is fairly specialized and not of immediate significance to me, but over
in the Facebook group a user wrote:

Quote

"But as an Epicurean, | see it plainly: war is the collapse of reason and the triumph of
unnecessary desire."

While | would think in many cases that statement is probably true, I am thinking it is probably
overbroad, as it would be overbroad (I think) to characterize Mars as a wholly negative figure.
To some extent Mars might be analogizable to a "gun" -- something very dangerous and to be
handled carefully but sometimes having beneficial uses. No doubt the circumstances are going
to override everything else, but in the it is only pain that is in itself always undesirable (even
though we sometimes choose it) and a "god of war" might be also in the same category.
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