
Episode 285 - TD15 - The Significance Of The Limits
Of Pain
Post by “Don” of June 19, 2025 at 7:05 AM

Warning: mention of suicide in this post.

Cassius brings up VS47, attributed to Metrodorus, and the "exiting the stage" as an out for
those in severe pain. While Atticus may have stopped eating and other Epicureans took
measures to not prolong life, I didn't see this as an endorsement of suicide.

We've discussed VS47 in the post, including:

Post
RE: If Death Is Nothing To Us, Then Life Is Everything to Us

Good catch, Joshua...

[…]

I'd offer the following: The key phrase in that translation isn't the spitting on life, it's the "when
it is time for us to go." I don't think VS47 has anything to do with having the option to "exit the
stage" if we're in pain as above where Cassius implies (and states that outright).

VS47 is attributed to Metrodorus:

https://archive.org/details/metrod…ge/561/mode/1up

And the Epicurus Wiki does a really nice job parsing the Greek:

…

Don
October 7, 2023 at 7:37 AM

I continue to see VS47 as urging people to not take extraordinary measures to prolong suffering
and pain when death is inevitable, as it will eventually be for everyone. Atticus decision to not
eat was a decision to not fight against his incurable condition. His Wikipedia article actually
does a decent job in going that way (emphasis added):
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Just after his 77th birthday he fell ill, and at first his ailment appeared minor. But after three
months his health suddenly deteriorated. Deciding to accelerate the inevitable, he abstained
from ingesting any nourishment, starving himself to death, and dying on the fifth day of such
fasting, "which was the 31st March, in the consulship of Cn. Domitius and C. Sosius", that is in
the year 32 BC.

Maybe I'm splitting hairs, but I see a difference in not fighting one's inevitable mortality when
death is assured and saying exiting the stage when the hope of pleasure isn't possible as two
very different perspectives. I fully endorse the former and hope, when my time comes (LOL at
least three decades+ from now!) that I can go with a song on my lips or in my mind.

2
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4492-episode-285-td15-the-significance-of-the-limits-of-
pain/?postID=35780#post35780

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4492-episode-285-td15-the-significance-of-the-limits-of-pain/?postID=35780#post35780
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4492-episode-285-td15-the-significance-of-the-limits-of-pain/?postID=35780#post35780

