Does The Wise Man Groan and Cry Out When On The
Rack / Under Torture / In Extreme Pain?

Post by “TauPhi” of June 17, 2025 at 2:32 PM

It doesn't matter how wise a person is. No-one is capable of controlling the nature of pleasure
and pain. We can learn how to efficiently gravitate towards or from these feelings but we can't
change their nature. Pleasure is always pleasure. Pain is always pain. The same way we can't
control the nature of our senses. We can use the sense of sight for seeing but it doesn't matter
how wise we get, we can never learn to control the nature of sight and use it for hearing.

Claiming that a wise person in extreme pain does not cry out or groan is like claiming that a
wise person in extreme pain can see things with their ears. No-one has ability to rule over the
faculties of feelings and senses.

It would be nice if we all were Rambos and when tortured with electrocution to the point where
there's electricity shortage in the whole village, we would merely behave like we had mild
morning constipation. Unfortunately, when exposed to extreme pain (that is pain that
overwhelms completely and removes the ability to reason) no-one is Rambo. Wise or not,
everyone behaves like a wild beast facing unbearable pain.

Yonge most likely made a mistake. Hicks, Bailey, Mensch, White and Lesniak (Polish translation)
all translate the fragment in favour of groaning and screaming.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1244-does-the-wise-man-groan-and-cry-out-when-on-the-rack-under-
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