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Very relevant to this are those parts of the Letter to Herodotus and Lucretius that point out that
those who learn a little, but don't fully understand the nature of things, can be worse off than
those who didn't even start - meaning that you need the full Epicurean worldview picture to
have confidence in facing those scientific questions where you do not yet have all the facts you
would like.

Herodotus 79
But what falls within the investigation of risings and settings and turnings and eclipses, and all
that is akin to this, is no longer of any value for the happiness which knowledge brings, but
persons who have perceived all this, but yet do not know what are the natures of these things
and what are the essential causes, are still in fear, just as if they did not know these things at
all: indeed, their fear may be even greater, since the wonder which arises out of the
observation of these things cannot discover any solution or realize the regulation of the
essentials.

Lucretius 5-65
.... For those who have learnt aright that the gods lead a life free from care, yet if from time to
time they wonder by what means all things can be carried on, above all among those things
which are descried above our heads in the coasts of heaven, are borne back again into the old
beliefs of religion, and adopt stern overlords, whom in their misery they believe have all power,
knowing not what can be and what cannot, yea and in what way each thing has its power
limited, and its deep-set boundary-stone.
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