
What fears does modern science remove, as
Epicurean physics did in antiquity?
Post by “sanantoniogarden” of June 4, 2025 at 9:14 PM

Quote from Robert

"scientific determinism differs from the theistic determinism of Stoicism or Calvinism"

Right, it's the implications of this scientific determinism that has my attention. I expect most of
us generally accept that the epicurean gods are material and do not interfere, intervene, inhibit
or punish. And most will accept that modern science has continued the Epicurean mission to
stamp out superstition. Now that we've done away with with the "supernatural" (a phrase I've
always had issues with) we can focus on dispelling the new fears.

It's in these new found fears and anxieties. Genetic predispositions to painful or deadly diseases
can make some feel trapped by some biological destiny. Psychology or neuroscience can also
make some feel trapped by brain chemistry or childhood experiences (even compound the
anxiety of biological destiny). Climate change can be the source of much existential dread. The
interesting question is how does the Epicurean respond to these new problems?
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