Episode 282 - TD13 - Is A Trifling Pain A Greater Evil
Than The Worst Infamy?

Post by “DaveT” of June 2, 2025 at 11:04 AM

After Sunday’s Zoom on the topic, | listened to Episode 282 again. | wonder if Cicero’s elevation
of infamy over pain as an evil might, from an Epicurean point of view, be an affirmation of pain
being the ultimate object to be avoided.

It looks like, though we can’t know what was truly on his mind, that Cicero’s point of reference
was his own internal “pain” or mental anxiety from doing an infamous act. Perhaps he could be
forgiven for failing to recognize that by avoiding infamy, he was actually avoiding mental or
physical pain resulting from an infamous action. Whether he was looking at his own present
perception of how he might react to an infamy, or reflecting upon an act in the past that
brought him infamy, it was still avoiding the “pain” of anxiety.
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