Confusion: "The feelings are only two"

Post by “Cassius” of May 26, 2025 at 3:57 PM

Quote from Rolf

If the removal of pain is always pleasurable, why is the removal of pleasure not always
painful? In practical, not theoretical, terms.

Rolf your questions are the reason that | think that both of the two factors I listed are essential
-- | do not think that you can reach Epicurus' conclusion without theoretical analysis on top of
the actual evidence. If you do not consciously identify "absence of pain" as pleasure in your
mind, then your body will not conclude that this labeling is appropriate.

To me, these doctrines point to the reasoning as a decisive, necessary element:

PD18. The pleasure in the flesh is not increased when once the pain due to want is removed,
but is only varied: and the limit as regards pleasure in the mind is begotten by the reasoned
understanding of these very pleasures, and of the emotions akin to them, which used to cause
the greatest fear to the mind.

PD19. Infinite time contains no greater pleasure than limited time, if one measures, by reason,
the limits of pleasure.

PD20. The flesh perceives the limits of pleasure as unlimited, and unlimited time is required to
supply it. But the mind, having attained a reasoned understanding of the ultimate good of the
flesh and its limits, and having dissipated the fears concerning the time to come, supplies us
with the complete life, and we have no further need of infinite time; but neither does the mind
shun pleasure, nor, when circumstances begin to bring about the departure from life, does it
approach its end as though it fell short, in any way, of the best life.

PD21. He who has learned the limits of life knows that that which removes the pain due to
want, and makes the whole of life complete, is easy to obtain, so that there is no need of
actions which involve competition.
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