Sunday May 25th, Zoom Discussion: "What Would
Epicurus Say About the Search For '‘Meaning' In
Life?"

Post by “Joshua” of May 25, 2025 at 12:23 PM

This week's discussion will be on the concept of 'meaning'. I'm copying this post from another
discussion;

The first appearance of the phrase 'meaning of life' in the written record of the English
language:

Quote

i
Quote

CHAPTER IX. THE EVERLASTING YEA.

"Temptations in the Wilderness!" exclaims Teufelsdrockh, "Have we not all to be tried
with such? Not so easily can the old Adam, lodged in us by birth, be dispossessed. Our
Life is compassed round with Necessity; yet is the meaning of Life itself no other than
Freedom, than Voluntary Force: thus have we a warfare; in the beginning, especially, a
hard-fought battle. For the God-given mandate, Work thou in Well-doing, lies
mysteriously written, in Promethean Prophetic Characters, in our hearts; and leaves us
no rest, night or day, till it be deciphered and obeyed; till it burn forth, in our conduct, a
visible, acted Gospel of Freedom. And as the clay-given mandate, Eat thou and be
filled, at the same time persuasively proclaims itself through every nerve,—must not
there be a confusion, a contest, before the better Influence can become the upper?

"To me nothing seems more natural than that the Son of Man, when such God-given
mandate first prophetically stirs within him, and the Clay must now be vanquished or
vanquish,—should be carried of the spirit into grim Solitudes, and there fronting the
Tempter do grimmest battle with him; defiantly setting him at naught till he yield and
fly. Name it as we choose: with or without visible Devil, whether in the natural Desert of
rocks and sands, or in the populous moral Desert of selfishness and baseness,—to such
Temptation are we all called. Unhappy if we are not! Unhappy if we are but Half-men, in
whom that divine handwriting has never blazed forth, all-subduing, in true sun-
splendor; but quivers dubiously amid meaner lights: or smoulders, in dull pain, in

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4448-sunday-may-25th-zoom-discussion-what-would-epicurus-say-about-
the-search-for-mea/?postID=35461#post35461 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4448-sunday-may-25th-zoom-discussion-what-would-epicurus-say-about-the-search-for-mea/?postID=35461#post35461
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4448-sunday-may-25th-zoom-discussion-what-would-epicurus-say-about-the-search-for-mea/?postID=35461#post35461

darkness, under earthly vapors!—Our Wilderness is the wide World in an Atheistic
Century; our Forty Days are long years of suffering and fasting: nevertheless, to these
also comes an end. Yes, to me also was given, if not Victory, yet the consciousness of
Battle, and the resolve to persevere therein while life or faculty is left. To me also,
entangled in the enchanted forests, demon-peopled, doleful of sight and of sound, it
was given, after weariest wanderings, to work out my way into the higher sunlit
slopes—of that Mountain which has no summit, or whose summit is in Heaven only!"

kkk

On the roaring billows of Time, thou art not engulfed, but borne aloft into the azure of
Eternity. Love not Pleasure; love God. This is the EVERLASTING YEA, wherein all
contradiction is solved: wherein whoso walks and works, it is well with him."

e SARTOR RESARTUS:
The Life and Opinions of Herr Teufelsdrockh, by Thomas Carlyle, ~1831

Display More

Note that this text is considered a parody of Hegel, and that modern scholars find Carlyle's own
opinions difficult to isolate. Here is a quote from Carlyle himself in a letter:

Quote

i

Quote

Finally assure yourself | am neither Pagan nor Turk, nor circumcised Jew, but an
unfortunate Christian individual resident at Chelsea in this year of Grace; neither
Pantheist nor Pottheist!, nor any Theist or ist whatsoever; having the most decided
contem[pt] for all manner of System-builders and Sectfounders—as far as contempt
may be com[patible] with so mild a nature; feeling well beforehand (taught by long
experience) that all such are and even must be wrong. By God's blessing, one has got
two eyes to look with; also a mind capable of knowing, of believing: that is all the creed
| will at this time insist on.

Lipot-theist'; Carlyle was accused of pan-theism. Pot, pan, you get the idea
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