Words of wisdom from Scottish comedian Billy
Connolly

Post by “Cassius” of May 25, 2025 at 8:44 AM

That's an excellent quote and attitude and in the casual way it's intended it's probably close to
perfect.

If we were to debate and discuss subtleties, however, and that's what forums are for, I'd
question whether Epicurus's intent was literally "don't take death seriously," or something more
like "take death very seriously and realize when you're gone you're done, but at the same time
don't let it get you down."

This subject reminds me a little of the debate we sometimes have with those who are confused
about why Epicurus' face in the ancient busts is so serious and with such piercing eyes, rather
than laughing or smiling.

| do think that Epicurus would agree that laughing is one way to make peace with the
inevitable. Would he say that it's "the best" way?

| suspect this may be one of those "Turn, Turn, Turn" situations.
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