The Garland of Tranquility and a Reposed Life

Post by “Joshua” of May 18, 2025 at 1:08 AM

Dewitt's paper on this is only just over a page long, and he does point out that in Diogenes
Laertius Timocrates is quoted claiming that Epicurus could not rise out of his chair.

Quote

[7] further, [Timocrates asserts] that Epicurus's acquaintance with philosophy was
small and his acquaintance with life even smaller ; that his bodily health was pitiful,12
so much so that for many years he was unable to rise from his chair ;

[7] tév Te Enikovpov MOAA& KaTd TOV Adyov Ayvonkéval Kal MOAD PJAAAOV KaTd TOV
Blov, 16 Te oWpa EAeEW®G BlakeloBal, WG MOAARY €TV pn dvvaoBal anod Tod gopeiov
dlavaoTtival

He also points out that the word wBgiloBal is "omitted by Bailey, and can only mean 'get myself
pushed"'.
So he suggests something like this;

“If you [plural]l, and Themista in particular invite me, | can have myself pushed in a three-
wheeled cart to wherever you are”

He further suggests that this is not an offer to go there quickly. Dewitt thinks that a slow and
laborious journey is signified, and that Epicurus is saying he would make that journey with all its
hardships for his friends.

Quote

Epicurus, however, was not a paralytic, and his conveyance was certainly "pushed."

(I have a feeling Don will enjoy that word 'certainly'...)
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