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Post by “kochiekoch” of May 17, 2025 at 8:38 AM

Quote from Julia

A flower, just like anything else, should, in my humble opinion, have a good amount of
symbolism to go with it; symbolism which is Epicurean in a more narrower sense of the
word than Venus or Iphigenia would be on their own.

Yeah, there is a lot of deep symbolism there if you break it down isn't there. Although I don't
think it's necessary to go to that level of depth for a simple symbol of Epicureanism. Myrtle
flowers are great, but I prefer roses.  Also symbolic of Venus and a lot more common and
easily obtained.

I don't think poor Iphigenia, brutally murdered by her father, would be a good symbol of
Epicureanism in general as her story is sad and ugly and superstitious. She's a cautionary tale.

Venus is a great metaphor for the philosophy, as she symbolizes the beauty and harmony of
nature and also of pleasure and desire. The poet Lucretius, secular as he was, featured her
prominently in his poem for that and other reasons.
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