
Personal mottos?
Post by “Cassius” of May 15, 2025 at 7:27 PM

Quote from Rolf

What kind of “clinical issues” would discount somebody from achieving a proper grasp
on Epicurean philosophy, in your view?

I don't know that it makes sense to try to come up with a distinct list, but I would analogize this
with saying that someone born blind is not likely in the nature of things to become a good
airline pilot or brain surgeon. Of course that's through no fault of their own, but in the absence
of highly advanced technology such a goal for someone born blind would be as unrealistic as it
would be for us to hope to live forever. Likewise some people are born with diseases or
limitations of brain function that makes it highly unlikely for them to be able to understand
anything of complicated intellectual nature.

There's a legal saying that "hard cases make bad law." In other words, the very unusual cases
we're talking about don't often lead to useful generalizations, when the great majority of cases
aren't really hard cases at all.

In regard to Epicurus, Cicero complained that it was among the simplest of philosophies, and
Cicero looked down his nose at the ordinary people who took to it. (We have a graphic on the
front page of the forum about that.) In other words, it's my view that the great majority of
people can benefit from a philosophy that teaches getting in touch with reality rather than
fantasy.
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