Is All Desire Painful? How Would Epicurus Answer?

Post by “Don” of May 9, 2025 at 7:22 AM

Quote from Cassius

the concepts of pain and pleasure themselves "are" by definition pain and pleasure -
everything else we discuss (this is what | meant by "external" earlier) is a reaction that
varies with circumstance.

| don't like the word concepts here. Pain and pleasure are visceral felt sensations and are
experienced by all creatures. Granted, we have to give words to them whether that is
pain/pleasure, algos/hedone, dolor/voluptas. But they're not, in the end, abstract or constructed
concepts like emotions.
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