
Is All Desire Painful? How Would Epicurus Answer?
Post by “Cassius” of May 8, 2025 at 7:54 PM

Quote from Cassius

Is there any external thing or circumstance (that is not itself defined as always painful)
which at some time does not lose its character as generally painful and become
pleasurable?

Joshua, that's why I included the parenthetical in this sentence. Happiness is a concept so close
to pleasure that it's hard or impossible to separate it. There are also going to be things close to
pain that aren't the same word but inseparably linked.

For this discussion to make sense i think we have to decide whether desire is separable from
pain or pleasure or both.

It gets to looking like a word game, but in the end this is the kind of thing you have to do to
communicate.
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