
Is All Desire Painful? How Would Epicurus Answer?
Post by “Cassius” of May 8, 2025 at 11:28 AM

Yes that is what I am asking. It's clear that in many cases a thing that is painful or pleasurable
in one situation is the opposite in another situation. Eating the first cup of ice cream when you
are hungry is pleasurable. Eating the 100th cup in a continuous sequence is likely painful.

Things which bring pain in one circumstance can bring pleasure in another.

Is there any external thing or circumstance (that is not itself defined as always painful) which at
some time does not lose its character as generally painful and become pleasurable?

In other words, is "desire" itself a painful feeling that always has its root in pain, or is desire like
ice cream, something that is neither intrinsically painful or pleasurable, but which can be
painful or pleasurable depending on circumstance.
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