Why pursue unnecessary desires?

Post by “Cassius” of May 7, 2025 at 10:03 PM

This is Torquatus in Book 1, Section 13. | need to find Cicero's criticism:

Quote

And the consequence of this is, to make life thoroughly wretched; so that the wise man
is the only one who, having cut away all vanity and error, and removed it from him, can
live contented within the boundaries of nature, without melancholy and without fear.
For what diversion can be either more useful or more adapted for human life than that
which Epicurus employed? For he laid it down that there were three kinds of desires;
the first, such as were natural and necessary; the second, such as were natural but not
necessary; the third, such as were neither natural nor necessary. And these are all
such, that those which are necessary are satisfied without much trouble or expense:
even those which are natural and not necessary, do not require a great deal, because
nature itself makes the riches, which are sufficient to content it, easy of acquisition and
of limited quantity: but as for vain desires, it is impossible to find any limit to, or any
moderation in them.
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