
Why pursue unnecessary desires?
Post by “Don” of May 7, 2025 at 7:14 PM

Quote from Cassius

those desires which don't bring pain - if unfulfilled - are "empty."

In part (or in full?), empty desires, from my perspective, are those that cannot - by definition -
ever be satisfied. I want more money, I want more power, and so on. I'd be curious for others'
examples. Power and money have their place. Philodemus talks about "natural wealth." But
greed - without limits - can never be satisfied. That's an empty - think bottomless - desire.

Quote from Rolf

We should probably rarely, if ever, sacrifice natural necessary desires for unnatural
necessary ones, when keeping long term pleasure in mind.

I don't think there are unnatural but necessary desires (per Epicurus' categories).
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