Why pursue unnecessary desires?

Post by “Don” of May 6, 2025 at 10:47 PM

SIDEBAR: In looking at the Vatican Sayings above, | made the following delightful discovery.
Quote

U471. ...through their greed fall into ever-changing desires. ...kal €i¢ MOALTPOTOULG
gmBbupiacg OMO Aatpapylag éumnintovowy.

The word translated here as "ever-changing" is moAvtpémnoug (polytropous).

My delightful discovery part is that moAvtpénocg is the first word used to describe Odysseus in
the first line in Homer's Odyssey: avdpa pot &vverne, podoa, moAlTpomnov, 8¢ HdAa moAAd "Sing
to me, O Muse, of the man of twists and turns,..."

noAvtpdnoc has a myriad of interpretations, which is appropriate. It is literally formed of moAv
(poly) "many" + tpdmnog (trépos) "a turn, direction, course, way; a way, manner, fashion; of
persons, a way of life, habit, custom"

So, in VS471 the moAvtpdmoug émbuuiag " 'polytropic' desires " conveys the meaning of desires
that are ever-turning, always changing direction, taking many courses or directions. To me, it
conveys a sense of never being satisfied, always changing ones mind as to what they want, and
so on.

| can hear the objections like "We shouldn't just be satisfied. What happens to ambition?" and
so on. | simply point to VS35. Don't ruin the things you have by wanting what you don't have,
but realize that they too are things you once did wish for.
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