Why pursue unnecessary desires?

Post by “Don” of May 6, 2025 at 8:14 AM

I'm going to push back hard on this line. Yes, it's the same word but with different connotations.

The Void is empty. Yes, it allows for movement by atoms, but the important thing is that it's
empty. It's the emptiness that allows the unimpeded movement.

Empty beliefs, metaphorically, are devoid of any substance. There's nothing that supports
them. They arise not from philosophical understanding but from misunderstanding or disregard
of the goal of life.

I'll let Epicurus take it from here...

U1l16. | summon you to unceasing joy and not to empty and trifling virtues, which destroy your
confidence in the fruits of what you have. éyw 8’ €9’ dovag ouvexelc mapakaA® Kal ovk £’
APETAG KEVAG KOl poTalag Kol TapaxWoELg €xo0oag TWY Kapmwv EANBAG.

U202. He who follows nature and not groundless opinions is completely self-reliant. With regard
to what is enough by nature, everything he owns is a source of wealth; whereas with regard to
unlimited desires, even the greatest wealth is poverty. 6 o0v Tfj @UOEL MAPAKOAOLOGV Kal Wn
Tai¢ kevaic 66&alc év mdow aLTdpKNG: TMPOC yap TO TH @Ooel dpkodv mdoa KTAO(C éoTL
nAodToC, MPOG 6& Tag doploToug 6péEelc Kal 6 péyloTog MAoDTOC €0l mevia.

U221. A philosopher's words are empty if they do not heal the suffering of mankind. For just as
medicine is useless if it does not remove sickness from the body, so philosophy is useless if it
does not remove suffering from the soul. kevoc¢ £keivov @LA0cdPoL Adyoc, D@’ 00 undiv Tdoo¢
avBpwrnov BepamneleTal: Womnep yop OTPKAC 0006&v &peAoC U TAC vOOOLG TOV CWHAETWY
ékBaAAolong, o0Twg ovdE pLAocopiag, el U TO TAC YuxAg EKBAAAEL TdBOG.

U422. We need pleasure when in pain because of its absence; but when we are not
experiencing such pain, and are perceiving stably, then there is no need for pleasure. For it is
not the needs of nature which, from outside us, create harm, but desire driven by groundless
opinions. téte Ypelav Exouev THC AdoVAG, dTav €k TOD PN Tapeival adTAY GAYDUEY: dTav O¢
T00TO PN TMAoYWHEY €v aloBrioel kKaBeoTWTEG, TOTE oLOepia Ypela TAC AOOVAC: oL yap A TAG
QLOEWC Evdela TNV &dikiav molel EEwWBEeY, AN’ | EPL TAC Kevag 66Eac dpeLc.

U423. What brings unsurpassed joy is the removal of a great evil; and this is the nature of the
good, if you apply your mind rightly and then stand firm and do not stroll about chattering
emptily. 10 yap mowodv &vunépBAnTtov yABOG TO MEPALTA MEPUYUEVOV HEYQ KOAKOV: Kol adtn
@0OoLG dyaBo0D, &v TIc 6pBRG EMPBAAN. Enelta o0TABf, KOl PN KEVWG TEPLUTATH TEPL OPLARV.
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U471. It is rare to find a man who is poor with regard to the aims of nature and rich in
groundless desires. For a fool is never satisfied with what he has, but instead is distressed
about what he doesn't have. Just as those who are feverish through the evil of their sickness
are always thirsty and desiring the opposite of what they should, so those whose souls are in a
bad condition are always poor in everything and through their greed fall into ever-changing
desires. andvidv ye €0pelv AvBpwmnov <mévnta> MPOG TO TAG PUOEWC TEAOG Kal MAODOLOV TPOC
TAC KEVAC BOEAC. 0DBEIC YaP TAOV APPOVWY ol¢ Exel ApkeiTat, HEAAOV 68 olc 00K Exel dBLVATAL.
Womep oDV ol TMUPETTOVTEC 61 KakoABelav TAC vOooL &gl BLYPPOL Kal TAOV EvavTIwTATWY
émBovpodo, oltw Kal ol TAV Yuxnv Kak®G &xovteg Slakeluévny mévovtal MEvTwy Asl Kol €ig
noAvtpdnoug énbvuiag OMd Aatpapylag éunimtovatyv.

U485. Unhappiness is caused by fears, or by endless and empty desires; but he who is able to
rein these in creates for himself a blissful understanding. i yap 6ld @6Bov TIC Kakodalovel i
ol &dplotov Kal kevnw EmBupiav: & TG YXaAw@Y dovaTtal TOV HaKAPLOV £0LTEH MEPLTOLHoOL
AoyLoudv.

U486. Pain does not consist in being deprived of things, but rather in bearing the avoidable
distress caused by groundless opinion. o0k &mopeglv ToOTWY TMOVOG €0TV, GAAX QEPELY PLAAAOY
TOV GvdvnTov €K TV KEVWY B0EWV TOvov.
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