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Post by “Elayne” of June 9, 2019 at 1:17 PM

There were two people in my Meetup group, out of several who signed up and fewer who
actually came, whom I thought might work out... and that would have been ok to start with.
Even ONE actual Epicurean in my area would be great, lol! But after we met a few times, it
became clear we were not anywhere near to being on the same page, and that they were not
willing to spend the time to study on their own between meetings. That wouldn't be so much of
an issue if I had a core group to start with, of at least somewhat similar perspectives.

Given the preponderance of competing philosophies, it may be much harder than I had thought
to find people who are open to this philosophy, much less people who already get it.

One mistake I made was that the group was not set up in a hierarchical manner. This is mainly
because I consider myself a self-led person, but I dislike having followers... I prefer other self-
led friends. In the past, when I have done public political things, a crowd of almost groupie-like
people tried to glom onto me, and it was quite irritating-- they were more interested in some
kind of weird hero worship than they were in doing anything substantial themselves. They
didn't treat me like a real person but more of a projection. So I did not set things up where I was
clearly the leader of the meetup group--- I wanted it to be more lateral than vertical. But that
doesn't work well when the others are so unfamiliar with the subject matter.
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