Why pursue unnecessary desires?

Post by “Cassius” of May 2, 2025 at 5:34 PM

Let me give my take on "Why not the best?" and why | don't see it as distinctly American:

| am reading Greek philosophy as engaged in just that search: "What is the best way of life?"
because why would someone want other than the best that is available to him? If there is in
fact a god, or life after death, | certainly want to conform to that god and live forever in bliss. |
think most people of any nationality would see things that way, though | concede there may be
some who don't.

But then the question is "What IS the best way of life, and that is where the debate about gods
and life after death and ideal forms and the rest comes in.

Epicurus says that the best is "a life of pleasure." and so we go from there learning how best to
pursue the life of pleasure.

But the starting point is identifying the goal before talking about how to achieve it, and most of
the philosphical warfare is over "what is the goal?"
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