
Why pursue unnecessary desires?
Post by “Cassius” of May 2, 2025 at 1:19 PM

Quote from Joshua

The limit of the quantity of pixels on a given screen is x, and even a black and white
film will employ every pixel - but will the quality of the experience be better in full
color? I think it probably will be.

And an unstated premise of Joshua's analogy is that no general photographer in is right mind
would even think to choose black and white over color unless the photographer were
specifically wanting the black and white effect. The additional richness or even just information
conveyed by the color is much greater.

So someone can be completely justified in picking black and white if they have a particular
reason to do so, just as we often have reason to cut back and live more minimally when
circumstances require, but in general it makes no sense to pass over any desire that is
attainable for a reasonable next of pleasure over pain.

All of this sounds very generic or even juvenile in referring to "pleasure" and "pain," but of
course the point is that everything in life that you find desirable falls under pleasure, so no
matter whether your preference is art or literature or poetry or civil society or any other plain or
exotic experience, that's what we're talking about.

And most importantly, mental pleasures are frequently much more significant to us than
physical pains, and that's an important point to keep in mind to refute the nay-sayers.
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