Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Cassius” of April 30, 2025 at 9:22 PM

We discussed this issue briefly in tonight's Wednesday Zoom and | thought | remembered that
there was another Epicurean thought to have committed suicide. As is often the case i can
sometimes remember the first letter of a name but often mess up the main part. In this case
the name | could not remember did start with a D, but it appears to be one Diodorus as
referenced by Seneca (see below).

And | see in that earlier thread that there is some issue that maybe Democritus went out in
similar way.

Post
RE: Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease? (Merger of Two
Threads On When Voluntary Death Makes Sense)

More from James Warren (same source):

it is the result of a calculation that the alternative would be a continued life of pain. Provided
life has pleasure left in it,we will continue to live. And the Epicurean sage will be sufficiently
schooled to continue to find pleasure in life under conditions which others would find
unbearable—Epicurus' own example of composure in the face of terminal illness demonstrates
ﬁMS Seneca reports the suicide of an Epicurean named Diodorus. On this...

Cassius

December 8, 2022 at 10:14 PM
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