Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “TauPhi” of April 30, 2025 at 5:19 PM

This is an interesting question. We're in the realm of speculation and most likely we will never
know for sure but | always found the beginning of the letter to Idomeneus quite peculiar: "On
this blissful day, which is also the last of my life, | write this to you. [...]"

How could Epicurus know that it was the last day and why he called it blissful? To me, it sounds
a bit like: "There's nothing much to be done, so | feel relief as | made a decision to pull the plug
today and end the suffering".

Maybe it would be worthwhile to closely inspect original Greek to shed more light on this
sentence?
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