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(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)
Post by “Bryan” of April 30, 2025 at 1:46 PM

Quote from Eikadistes

drew [much] unmixed [wine]

Around 280 BC (when Epíkouros was about sixty-one), after the first failed Gallic invasion, we
read the following about one of the Gaulish leaders:

"There was still a hope of saving the life of Brennus, so far as his wounds were concerned; but,
they say, partly because he feared his fellow-countrymen, and still more because he was
conscience-stricken at the calamities he had brought on Greece, he took his own life by
drinking neat wine."

-- Pausanias, Description of Greece 10.23.12 (2nd century AD)

It is often said, "The Greeks thought drinking unmixed wine was fatal" -- but that idea could not
have lasted beyond one planned "final party" unless there were some truth to it. Right? I know
I’m missing something.
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