Is the art of fashion worthy of the attention of an
epicurean?

Post by “Godfrey” of June 5, 2019 at 3:12 PM

Everything is worthy of the attention of an Epicurean.

The art of fashion is an excellent example. As in all things, it depends on your personal hedonic
calculus: does the pleasure it brings to you outweigh the potential pain?

To what degree is it natural and necessary? This would be quite different for Tarzan, a
corporate attorney and, presumably, you.

To what degree is it natural and unnecessary? What pleasures can you afford without undue
sacrifice? Are comfortable, stylish, well fitting, well made clothes a pleasure to you? This could
be anything from t-shirts and shorts to tailored suits, depending on your circumstances and
desires. Or are these things meaningless to you?

To what degree is it unnatural; to what degree does it bring you more pain than pleasure? If
you need tailored suits for work, but can't stand wearing them and can't afford them, then
maybe a different job could be considered. If you "have" to have every latest fashion craze then
maybe you need to examine at what point this desire will end, or if you need to control your
desire.

Regarding the "art of fashion:" fashion entails art, design and craft and can be appreciated on
all of these levels and more. But appreciation doesn't have to mean consumption. In my trips to
art museums lI've stumbled across a variety of fashion exhibits: historic clothing of various
periods, Japanese armor, Hollywood costume design, and what may have been the post Met
Gala exhibit. The aesthetic conception, richness of materials, intricate craftsmanship, sense of
place and how the articles fit into their culture... this and more are worthy of consideration, if it
brings you an excess of pleasure over pain.
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