The Use of Negation in Epicurean Philosophy
Concepts

Post by “Cassius” of April 20, 2025 at 6:37 AM

That's the way | see it Rolfe. It is impossible for it to be either "one and done" or "once and ever
after in exactly the same condition."

Epicurus could legitimately view the last day of his life as happy or even one of his happiest,
given his appreciation for what he had accomplished throughout his life and his present overall
circumstances in total. But that appreciation didn't eliminate the presence of his extreme
physical pain of his advanced disease that was also present.

It would make no sense for him to have said that he would not have preferred to have the same
pleasures but without the accompanying pain. There was no cosmic necessity that he die of
kidney disease rather than of old age in his sleep unexpectedly without that pain. The latter
would have been preferable.

And he didn't say "Ever since | was 50 and reached a complete understanding of my philosophy
| have never felt any pain" or anything like that. He acknowledged his pain but held that his
pleasures far outweighed them and that he was happy to be alive to experience that day.
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