Modern Science Meets the Canon

Post by “Cassius” of June 3, 2019 at 4:44 PM

Joshua if you run into anything of interest on Frances Wright please be sure to comment about
it. 1 find her to be a fascinating but enigmatic figure - | can find nothing else she ever wrote
about Epicurus, or even anything particularly philosophical at all, other than "A Few Days In
Athens." That has always caused me to doubt whether she wrote it herself, because (1) she had
an older relative who was a well known philosophy professor, as | understand it, and (2) |
cannot imagine someone who had gained such a depth of knowledge of the details of
philosophy in general and Epicurus in particular not writing more on the subject. if |

This is not to put her down, only to try to answer what | think as a mystery. Not to compare
myself or the people | know to her, but to me "A Few Days In Athens" almost requires a lifetime
of study to have been so deft with the subject as to write it. And if it is possible that she just
lent her name to what everyone no doubt understood would be an explosive anti-religous book,
then maybe we might be able to locate other similar material that is equally useful.

I am not familiar with the school in which whitman was traveling (transcendentalist?) and | don't
know at all that it is parallel to Epicurus except in certain particulars, but | would like to look up
any and all writers of that period who dealt specifically with Epicurus so we can get access to
them. | feel sure there are many more beyond the other obscure ones we've found, in addition
to Wright, such as Lorenzo Valla and Cosma Raimondi (much earlier figures).
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