Must an Epicurean believe in gods?

Post by “Cassius” of April 15, 2025 at 9:24 PM

Quote from Rolf

My gut tells me it's not so important, since gods play no role in epicurean cosmology
and ethics. That said, Epicurus didn’t deny the existence of such gods (as far as I'm
aware). Do we disregard this as a mere product of its time or does it play some vital
role within epicurean philosophy?

| think as you read more you'll come to revise the premises of your opinion in this paragraph,
and you'll see that the Epicurean theory of gods plays a much greater role than first meets the
eye, and certainly not just as a product of his time.

However having said that | agree with Godfrey's and Joshua's comments and in the end | think
it's fair to say that trying to develop a precise POSITIVE position on the Epicurean gods is not a
priority. There's a lot to be learned from the process in which Epicurus evaluates the issue, but
since we don't have the details of his final conclusions those aren't nearly as important.

For example, it's very unclear exactly what participation in "religious" ceremonies Epicurus
engaged in himself or approved of for his people, and in the absence of good information on
that | think it's very sketchy to try to take a firm position on how his statements apply to
religious participation today.
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