
Episode 276 - TD06 - Is Memory Evidence For The
Divinity Of The Soul?
Post by “Cassius” of April 15, 2025 at 6:30 AM

Here's a cite to one reference I made in this episode as to the importance of our understanding
the implications of death. It's from Lucretius Book 3 around line 1060 - I generally think of it in
Humphries words:

Quote

So each man flees
Himself, or tries to, but of course that pest
Clings to him all the more ungraciously.
He hates himself because he does not know
The reason for his sickness; if he did,
He would leave all this foolishness behind,
Devote his study to the way things are,
The problem being his lot, not for an hour,
But for all time, the state in which all men
Must dwell forever and ever after death.
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The Brown/Dunster version has it this way:

Quote

The restless fool does not know the cause of his disease; if he thoroughly did, every
one would give up all other pursuits and apply chiefly to search into the nature of
things; I do not mean to trouble himself about the events of the present hour, but
inquire into the doubtful state of eternity after death, which is everyone’s concern, and
which must be the lot of all mankind.

Chatgpt handles it well:

Translate this for me from Latin:

quam bene si videat, iam rebus quisque relictis naturam primum studeat cognoscere rerum,
temporis aeterni quoniam, non unius horae, ambigitur status, in quo sit mortalibus omnis aetas,
post mortem quae restat cumque manendo.
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ChatGPT said:

Certainly. The Latin passage you provided may be translated as follows:

Quote

"How much better it would be, if each person, seeing this clearly, would now abandon
other pursuits and strive first to understand the nature of things, since it is the
condition of eternal time — not just of a single hour — that is in question, the condition
in which all mortal life must remain after death."

And comparing those, Munro as usualy seems to be more literal:

Quote

For if he could rightly see into this, relinquishing all else, each man would study to learn
the nature of things, since the point at stake is the condition for eternity, not for one
hour, in which mortals have to pass all the time which remains for them to expect after
death.
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