April 7, 2025 - First Monday Epicurean Philosophy
Zoom - Agenda

Post by “Kalosyni” of April 8, 2025 at 6:25 PM

Here is another slant on: "l spit upon the beautiful if it does not bring pleasure"... Article:
"Suffering for Beauty Has Ancient Roots":

Quote

Men and women in ancient Greece took things a step further by slathering lead not just
around their eyes, but all over their face. Their white lead face cream, according to a
2001 article in the journal Clinics in Dermatology, was designed to “clear complexions
of blemishes and to improve the color and texture of the skin” and was such a big hit
that lead-based face masks soon became all the rage.

‘Dead white’

Despite lead's health hazards, ranging from skin ruptures to madness to infertility,
upper-crust Romans went on to use white lead (or cerussa, the key ingredient in those
once-popular lead paints) to lighten their faces, then topped that off with a bit of red
lead (or minium, currently used in the manufacture of batteries and rust-proof paint) for
that “healthy” rose glow. Lead was also a major ingredient in the hair dyes of the day,
either intentionally or otherwise. According to scholars, the place was lousy with lead
and some have conjectured that lead-lined viaducts, cooking pots and wine vessels —
and the resultant poisoning — helped bring about the fall of the empire.
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