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Post by “DaveT” of March 28, 2025 at 2:18 PM

Quote from Joshua

Quote from DaveT

He taught that there is no un-caused cause; there is nothing that comes from
nothing.

This is getting into semantics, but one could perhaps say that the atoms themselves
are the uncaused causes.

Cicero In his De Finibus says this;
Quote

"The swerving [of the atoms] is itself an arbitrary fiction; for Epicurus says the
atoms swerve without a cause, — yet this is the capital offence in a natural
philosopher, to speak of something taking place uncaused."

However, the atoms are uncaused if we are speaking in terms only of their existence.
The particular motion of the atoms is partially caused by an infinite regress of other
causes (an endless chain of billiard balls bouncing, hooking, clinging, separating, and
hurling apart through the void inertially), and partially, as in the swerve, their motion is
caused by their own nature.

| thought that his conception that nothing is un-caused was a rebuke to those who believed that
an omnipotent being created things. Of course in modern knowledge, matter and energy
cannot be created or destroyed. Our understanding of our world and universe has depended on
this and it has been verified to the degree that it is a scientific certainty. | also thought
Epicurus' conception of atoms was what we now know as molecules. The logic was perfect and
certain, but was limited by his limited technology.
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