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Thanks for focusing again on the question of which aspects of knowledge of the gods constitute
prolepsis and which constitute opinions arising from reasoning.

Below is the Rackham translation of the section from On the Nature of the Gods. It would
appear that this goes further than you would go Don?

Quote

XVII You see therefore that the foundation (for such it is) of our inquiry has been well
and truly laid. For the belief in the gods has not been established by authority, custom
or law, but rests on the unanimous and abiding consensus of mankind; their existence
is therefore a necessary inference, since we possess an instinctive or rather an innate
concept of them; but a belief which all men by nature share must necessarily be true;
therefore it must be admitted that the gods exist. And since this truth is almost
universally accepted not only among philosophers but also among the unlearned, we
must admit it as also being an accepted truth that we possess a 'preconception,' as I
called it above, or 'prior notion,' of the gods. (For we are bound to employ novel terms
to denote novel ideas, just as Epicurus himself employed the word prolepsis in a sense
in which no one had ever used it before.) We have then a preconception of such a
nature that we believe the gods to be blessed and immortal. For nature, which
bestowed upon us an idea of the gods themselves, also engraved on our minds the
belief that they are eternal and blessed. If this is so, the famous maxim of Epicurus
truthfully enunciates that "that which is blessed and eternal can neither know trouble
itself nor cause trouble to another, and accordingly cannot feel either anger or favor,
since all such things belong only to the weak."

And there is an implication from what follows that those three are the starting point from
prolepsis, and the rest of the details beyond that are where the reasoning comes in:

Quote

If we sought to attain nothing else beside piety in worshiping the gods and freedom
from superstition, what has been said had sufficed; since the exalted nature of the
gods, being both eternal and supremely blessed, would receive man's pious worship
(for what is highest commands the reverence that is its due); and furthermore all fear
of the divine power or divine anger would have been banished (since it is understood
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that anger and favor alike are excluded from the nature of a being at once blessed and
immortal, and that these being eliminated we are menaced by no fears in regard to the
powers above). But the mind strives to strengthen this belief by trying to discover the
form of god, the mode of his activity, and the operation of his intelligence.
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